III. AGRICULTURAL, NATURAL & CULTURAL RESOURCES

VISION STATEMENT 
1. The City and Town of Platteville will develop and preserve historic, scenic, and cultural corridors; hold in trust its surrounding rural, scenic areas, and farmland for generations, while providing the opportunity for planned development in those areas that have access to City utilities. 
Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

(Modify (write below) 


The City and Town of Platteville will recognize, develop and preserve historic, scenic, natural and cultural resources; hold in trust its surrounding rural, scenic areas, and farmland for generations, while providing the opportunity for planned development. 
GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
Agricultural Resources 
1. To preserve the most productive farmland in the Town for continued agricultural use, and protect the existing farm operations from conflicts with incompatible uses. - (Goal) 
(Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

Modify (write below) 

2. Encourage enrollment in the Farmland Preservation Program. (Objective that supports the goal above) 

Keep, as is. 
(Eliminate 
Modify (write below) 

3. Promote programs that preserve agricultural lands (C.R.P., Farmland Preservation Program, etc.). (Objective that supports the goal above) 

Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

(Modify (write below)

Promote programs that preserve agricultural lands. 
Natural Resources 
4. To preserve and protect the role and beauty of the natural landscape, including features such as wildlife habitats, streams, lakes, woodlands, open spaces, floodplains, and steep slopes. To maintain and protect groundwater and surface water quality with the Town. To preserve cultural, historic and archaeological sites. - (Goal) 
Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

(Modify (write below) 

To restore, preserve and protect the natural landscape, including features such as wildlife habitats, streams,ponds , woodlands, open spaces, floodplains, and steep slopes. To maintain and protect groundwater and surface water quality. 
Recognize, restore and preserve cultural, historic and archaeological sites.
5. Preserve unique wildlife habitats. (Objective that supports the goal above) 

Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

(Modify (write below) 

Identify, restore and preserve natural landscapes as listed above. 
New:
Support the adoption of a stormwater plan and ordinance to include activities that will protect groundwater and surface water quality.

Cultural Resources

6. Support the preservation and maintenance of historic and archaeological sites. (Objective that supports the goal above) 

Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

(Modify (write below) 

 Identify, restore and preserve our historic and archaeological sites. (Goal)
7. Support the enforcement of rules on private sewage systems, and encourage better enforcement of rules governing solid hazardous waste disposal, manure spreading, etc. (Objective that supports the goal above) 

Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

(Modify (write below) 

Support the enforcement of rules on sewage systems, and encourage better enforcement of rules governing hazardous waste disposal and manure handling. 
8. Require that all resource extraction activities be conducted in a way that minimizes their impact on the surrounding environment and that a reclamation plan is in place. (Objective that supports the goal above) 

(Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

Modify (write below)

9. Enhance the Main Street corridor from east to west, linking the museum block to Main Street and east-ward to the bike trail. (Objective that supports the goal above) 

Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

(Modify (write below)
Support the preservation and maintenance of the Main Street corridor, 
Policies 

10. Design zoning ordinances and other incentives to ensure that Conservation Development planning and design can be implemented, including alternative storm water management practices and preservation and restoration of native landscape and open space components in developments. 

(Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

Modify (write below) 

11. Educate and inform private landowners and developers of these alternative development strategies and how they can protect the area's valuable land and water resources. 

Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

(Modify (write below) 

Encourage public policy to create alternative land development strategies that will restore and protect the area's valuable natural resources.
12. Implement demonstration projects to illustrate buffer conservation development, alternative storm water management and restoration practices. 

(Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

Modify (write below) 

13. Implement recommendations from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources' Grant-Platte Rivers State of the Basin Report (Volumes 2 and 5), which target recovery and protection of valuable riparian and aquatic resources, including local fisheries and endangered species habitats. 

(Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

Modify (write below)

14. Promote awareness of natural resources and critical resource issues in the City and Town through public education and volunteer stewardship activities in public parks and through collaboration and partnership with local landowners, conservation groups, agencies, the local University, and other stakeholders. 

(Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

Modify (write below) 

15. Protect critical resources identified in the City and Town and continue to expand the natural resource mapping process and encourage private landowner participation. 

Keep, as is. 
(Eliminate 

Modify (write below) 

16. Initiate a developers' forum and annually sponsor and implement a workshop for parties proposing developments to learn about Smart Growth principles and Conservation Development strategies. 

Keep, as is. 
(Eliminate 

Modify (write below) 
17. Protect rural aesthetics, including remnant oak savannas containing open-grown oaks, with setbacks from buildings and roadways. 

Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

(Modify (write below)
Identify and protect remnant oak savannas containing open-grown oaks, with setbacks from buildings and roadways.

The Platteville community also suggested the following policies to preserve natural resources and open space: 

18. Develop specific zoning regulations to address the preservation of open space. 

(Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

Modify (write below) 

19. Identify a historically significant mining area for preservation. 

(Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

Modify (write below) 

20. Establish and preserve green space corridors (Rountree Creek and Little Platte River). 

Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

(Modify (write below) 

Establish and preserve green space corridors (Rountree Branch and Little Platte River).
21. Apply for scenic road status for Stumpton, CTH “O”, East “B” and Mound roads. 

Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

(Modify (write below)
Apply for rustic road status for Stumptown, CTH “O”, East “B” and Mound roads.

22. Encourage the continuation of existing farm operations in Platteville by recognizing their importance to the local economy and the rural quality of life in Platteville. 

(Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

Modify (write below) 
New:  Support local programs and activities that connect the community to agriculture.
23. Encourage the development of conservation subdivisions throughout the Town, based on criteria outlined in the Land Use Element of the Plan. 

Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

(Modify (write below)
Encourage the design of subdivisions that preserve prime farmland, based on criteria outlined in the Land Use Element of the Plan.

Policies 
24. Require implementation of Best Management Practices in agricultural, urban, and industrial land use activities, particularly with the use of well-designed buffers on steep, highly erodible soils.
Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

(Modify (write below) 

Require implementation of Best Management Practices (Wisconsin DNR) in agricultural, urban, and industrial land use activities. 
25. Provide support and incentives for private landowners who wish to protect their land, using conservation easements and other land protection tools. 

Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

(Modify (write below) 

Provide support and create incentives for private landowners who wish to protect their land, using conservation easements and other land protection tools.

26. Initiate and foster development of a local land trust that can work with private landowners to protect land and help landowners to realize tax benefits of protecting their land. 

Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

(Modify (write below) 

Initiate and foster the use of programs land land trusts that can work with private landowners to protect land and help landowners to realize tax benefits of protecting their land.

27. Development that does occur in rural areas should be encouraged to locate in such a manner so as to not take prime farmland out of production or cause difficulties to establishing farming operations. 

Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

(Modify (write below)

Development that does occur in rural areas should be encouraged to locate in such a manner so as to not take prime farmland out of production or cause difficulties to established farming operations.

Historic and Cultural Resources / Policies and Programs 
Historic Preservation 
Historic preservation should be considered in Platteville planning activities. To encourage historic preservation, Platteville should accomplish the following: 

28. The Historic Preservation Ordinance should be certified by the State Historical Society. 

Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

(Modify (write below) 

Maintain the Historic Preservation Ordinance certification by the Wisconsin Historical Society.

29. Platteville should become a certified local government through the State Historical Society, so the City can qualify for additional funding and technical assistance from the state. 

Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

(Modify (write below) 

Platteville should maintain certified local government status through the Wisconsin Historical Society, so the City can qualify for additional funding and technical assistance from the state.
30. Update the Historic Architecture/Property survey using state funding sources if feasible. 

Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

(Modify (write below) 

Continue to update the Historic Architecture/Property survey using state funding sources if feasible.

31. Develop a rehabilitation guide describing recommended and undesirable building alterations. 

(Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

Modify (write below) 

32. Encourage additional property owners to rehabilitate and designate their historic properties. 

Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

(Modify (write below)

Encourage property owners to rehabilitate and designate their historic properties, as applicable.

33. Develop a nomination/approval process for designating local residential properties. 

Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

(Modify (write below) 

Promote the historic designation of local properties. .

34. Develop forms to be used by property owners to apply for historic designation. 

Keep, as is. 
(Eliminate 

Modify (write below) 

35. Arrange an annual meting for approving multiple applicants at one time. This would encourage efficiency and would allow for a reduced fee or no fee for the review process. 

Keep, as is. 
(Eliminate 

Modify (write below) 

36. Schedule educational workshops and forums on historical preservation issues. 

Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

(Modify (write below) 

Continue educational workshops and forums on historical preservation issues.

37. Establish scenic roads. 

Keep, as is. 
(Eliminate 

Modify (write below)
New:  Support events that celebrate architectural heritage.
New:  Support the cultural and architectural heritage of the area.

Downtown Commercial Area 
38. Replace existing cobra-head lights with historic period roadway lights with banners and festoon lighting outlets. 

Add historic pedestrian scale lights with hanging floral baskets to complement roadway lights. 

(Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

Modify (write below) 

39. Improve existing directional way finding signage along the main corridors to downtown and to community destinations for visitors and residents (larger lettering for readability). Coordinate with UW- Platteville. 

(Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

Modify (write below) 


40. Create a unique, one-of-a-kind streetscape design theme for the downtown that builds on a historic theme. 

Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

(Modify (write below)

Continue the streetscape design theme for the downtown area.   

41. Implement streetscape improvements including: decorative historic period roadway and pedestrian scale light fixtures with banners, hanging floral baskets and festoon lighting outlets, streetscape furnishings including historic period benches, trash receptacles, bike racks, special pavers and tree grates. 

Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

(Modify (write below) 

Maintain and expand streetscape improvements including: decorative historic period roadway and pedestrian scale light fixtures with banners, hanging floral baskets and festoon lighting outlets, streetscape furnishings including historic period benches, trash receptacles, bike racks, special pavers and tree grates.

42. Develop a comprehensive wayfinding signage system for vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle traffic. Sign types include directional, parking, street identification and interpretive. 

Keep, as is. 
(Eliminate 

Modify (write below) 

43. Implement streetscape improvements in the core of Main Street east to the Mining Museum and west to the University of Wisconsin - Platteville campus. 

Keep, as is. 
(Eliminate 

Modify (write below) 

44. Implement streetscape improvements to better tie McGregor Plaza with Main Street. Improve pedestrian crossing of Pine Street at Oak Street to provide pedestrian safety. 

(Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

Modify (write below) 

45. Provide streetscape amenities such as water fountains, landscaping, street clock, etc 

(Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

Modify (write below) 

46. Screen parking lots, both public and private, with landscaping, street trees and decorative fences. 

(Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

Modify (write below)

47. Provide clear directional and entrance signage for all public parking lots with hours of operation and enforcement rules. The design should compliment the historic period theme, include decorative sign poles, and incorporate the universal parking symbol. 

(Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

Modify (write below) 

48. Provide street trees judiciously along downtown streets and along gateway corridors. Trees should not be in areas where historical building facades and signage would be blocked but should be placed to block undesirable views. Trees should be provided in areas that are open and could benefit from the shade. 

Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

(Modify (write below) 

Provide decorative landscape plantings along downtown streets and along gateway corridors. Trees should not be in areas where historical building facades and signage would be blocked but should be placed to block undesirable views. Trees should be provided in areas that are open and could benefit from the shade.

49. Develop table-top crosswalks at key intersections along Main Street and at other key intersections on Pine, Chestnut and Water Streets. The table-top crosswalk is a pedestrian-friendly traffic calming tool which uses an at-grade crossing with a gradual ramp off the street, so cars must slow down as they approach. 

Keep, as is. 
(Eliminate 

Modify (write below) 

50. Improve street intersections at Water and Main, Water and Pine, Water and Mineral and Water and Furnace, Pine and Oak, Pine and Chestnut, Chestnut and Main and Chestnut and Furnace. Improvements include radius improvements to increase visibility, decorative lighting and signage. Improve pedestrian crossings with special colored pavement in the crosswalks. 

(Keep, as is. 
Eliminate 

Modify (write below)
 New:
Promote the placement of art in the downtown area.

New:
Support programs and activities that promote the arts.

New:
Support the creation of a large cultural event or festival.
