February 2, 2010


HOUSING
 

            VISION STATEMENT
 

1.         The Community is committed to striking a balance in preserving its historic and established neighborhoods, protecting the environment, and supporting development of an adequate supply of single-family and multi-family housing that meets the diverse housing needs of the Community.

 

            GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
 

2.
GOAL   Provide an adequate supply of quality rental housing units to meet the needs of the community.
 
 3.  OBJECTIVE   Encourage the University to add more public and private housing on campus and become involved in providing additional rental housing.

 

 4.  OBJECTIVE   Encourage private developers to provide additional rental housing.

 

5.   GOAL   Maintain and improve the quality and condition of existing housing.

 

 6.  OBJECTIVE   Encourage and support property maintenance and the maintenance of housing stock throughout the community.

 

 7.  OBJECTIVE   Encourage and support neighborhood groups and others, as they may organize regarding issues and concerns specific to the individual neighborhoods.

 

 8.  OBJECTIVE   Promote neighborhood beautification programs.

 

9.    GOAL   Protect the historic character of historic homes and neighborhoods.

 

10.
OBJECTIVE   Encourage and develop interest in the preservation of historic        properties.

 

11. GOAL   Provide through planned development a variety of housing choices in terms of type and cost.

 

 12. OBJECTIVE   Encourage more affordable and low income housing.

 

 13. OBJECTIVE     Expand design standards to include additional housing types.
 
 14. OBJECTIVE   Respond to senior housing demands and other segments (low income) of the housing market which are underserved.

 

15. GOAL   Provide opportunities for additional single-family development to maintain an adequate supply of single-family housing.
 

16.  OBJECTIVE   Eliminated.
 
17 
OBJECTIVE   Protect residential areas from incompatible uses through effective land use and design controls.

 

18
OBJECTIVE  
 

19 
OBJECTIVE   Eliminated.
 
20 
OBJECTIVE   Consider alternate residential forms such as cluster development and neo-traditional neighborhoods.  

 

POLICIES AND RECOMMENDATIONS
 
No single area of concern in community development will receive greater attention in the near future than housing.  Of the land devoted to urban development, no single land use involves greater acreage than residential land use.  
 

21.
Protect existing housing stock through effective code enforcement.

 

21. B     Rental property owners, renters and the University should work together to comply with City rental housing codes.
 

22.
Design new residential areas to foster quality growth and development of the community.  Locate new residential development in areas that can be served conveniently and economically by municipal facilities and utilities.

            

Student Housing
 
23. The City and Town should cooperate with the University and other interested parties in the identification and development of sites suitable for student housing keeping in mind its impact on surrounding neighborhoods.  

 

Neighborhood Character
 

To maintain the desirability of neighborhoods, the City and Town must ensure the maintenance of streets, sidewalks, street lighting, public parks, and other community facilities throughout the City and Town. To enhance and maintain neighborhood character, the following should be accomplished:  

 

24. Review local zoning regulations for requirements that prohibit or unnecessarily restrict property owners from updating their dwellings. 

 

25. Identify problem properties to prevent the ill effects of neighborhood blight.  Provide continued enforcement of the rental inspection code.  

 

26. Review and revise as needed the parking code for residential areas.

 

27. Connect neighborhoods visually and physically by roads, walkways, and open space and other appropriate means.  

 

28. Amend the zoning ordinance to permit neo-traditional neighborhoods and cluster development.  

 

Historic Preservation
 
29.
The City should support dissemination of educational materials, and forums promoting historic preservation.

 

Housing Diversity
 
The City should encourage development of neighborhoods that mix detached with attached dwellings, single family and multifamily, various lot sizes, and rental with owner-occupied units to provide greater property value stability, diversity, and distribution of population and traffic.  The range of housing choices will allow the City to meet the needs of all income levels, age groups and persons with special needs.  To accomplish this, consider the following recommendations:

 

30. Adjust the zoning code to allow smaller lot sizes for new subdivisions and thus make available the opportunity for additional development, taking into consideration the impact on existing neighborhoods. 
 
31. Ensure that housing development standards are clear, specific, and objective.   
 
32. Eliminate.
 
33. Eliminate.
 
34. Eliminate.
 
Rural Character
 

The City and Town have a strong desire to both maintain rural character and preserve unique natural resources in the area.  The following recommendation will assist in accomplishing this objective:

 

35. Only allow developments that are adequately designed with respect to topographical and drainage conditions of the proposed area and encourage environmental protection.
 
36. Eliminate.
 
37. Provide open space within new residential developments to preserve areas of visual and/or environmental quality.
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