V.
TRANSPORTATION

Platteville Transportation Vision: Create a safe and accessible multi-modal transportation network for all users.
Goal 1: Create and maintain a transportation system that moves vehicular traffic safely and efficiently.

· Objective 1A: Work with WisDOT, Grant County, Southwestern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission and the University of Wisconsin-Platteville to fund, maintain and develop a transportation thoroughfare system that ensures: 

· Safe and efficient movement of people and goods, and that is designed in a manner that utilizes all modes of transportation. 

· Efficient and cost-effective use of public resources in maintaining existing and constructing new streets.
· Minimal negative impacts to the community.
Policy 1A-1: Ensure that new streets are constructed to meet the transportation needs in growing areas.
· Objective 1B: Alleviate traffic congestion, where appropriate, in a manner that improves traffic flow and minimizes travel delays, minimizes the impacts on adjacent land uses and neighborhoods, and does not degrade the safety of users of any modes of transportation moving along or across the corridor. 

· Policy 1B-1: The roadway system should be designed and maintained in a manner that minimizes neighborhood impacts. Specific capacity improvements and other traffic management treatments should be sought in a way that minimizes negative impacts on neighborhoods (examples include planting buffers with street trees, using roundabouts, where appropriate, etc.). 

· Policy 1B-2: Use transportation system management strategies to improve traffic flow, where appropriate, and where it does not degrade the safety of users of any modes of transportation moving along or across the corridor. Such measures include traffic signal control systems, intersection improvements, channelization (such as dedicated turn lanes), and access management techniques. 

· Policy 1B-3: Consider retrofitting streets to provide improved pedestrian and bicycle access and connections. 
· Objective 1C: Provide truck routes for the safe and efficient movement of truck traffic, in order to provide access to and serve the needs of Platteville businesses. Minimize the negative impacts of trucks on existing and future residential neighborhoods. 

· Policy 1C-1: Designate truck routes in a manner that directs trucks to destinations via the most appropriate roadways, while discouraging travel through residential areas where possible. 

· Policy 1C-2: Design and construct truck routes (and roads used to access industrial areas) to adequately accommodate heavy truck traffic. 

· Policy 1C-3: Maintain and enforce ordinances that regulate and minimize negative noise and other impacts of trucking on residential neighborhoods, such as ordinances managing engine braking, truck delivery times and vehicle idling. 

· Policy 1C-4: Work with trucking, rail and air interests to investigate opportunities to enhance intermodal freight transportation.

· Policy 1C-5:  Explore the feasibility of a bypass of Highways 80 and 81 to minimize truck and freight traffic in the downtown.

Goal 2: Create and maintain a transportation system that provides a variety of safe and efficient transportation choices.

· Objective 2A: Develop and maintain a coordinated and balanced transportation system that provides a variety of choices among transportation modes, including automobile, public transit, air travel, bicycle and pedestrian. 

· Objective 2B: Design neighborhood streets in a manner that accommodates all modes of transportation – including automobile, public transit, bicycle, and pedestrian travel – and limit the impacts of motor vehicle traffic on neighborhoods. 

· Policy 2B-1: Design new and existing local streets that provide for traffic movement, while ensuring a safe and attractive pedestrian and bicycle-friendly neighborhood environment. 

· Policy 2B-2: Consider long-term street maintenance and availability of funds when designing neighborhood streets. 

· Policy 2B-3: Ensure that City street standards are consistent with the Complete Street design concept. 

· Policy 2B-4: Consider traffic calming improvements and strategies for use on local streets, where appropriate, that will encourage pedestrian travel, bicycle travel and the use of public transit. 

· Policy 2B-5: Work closely with the University of Wisconsin-Platteville and residents to develop and implement safety enhancements that ease conflicts between motor vehicles, bicycles, and pedestrians at key locations throughout the UW campus and in neighborhoods. 
· Objective 2C: Provide for a continuous and interconnected bicycle route and trail network that is viable, convenient, and safe, and a system that will encourage both commuter and recreational bicycling. 

· Policy 2C -1: Work with Grant County, WisDOT, SWWRPC and the University of Wisconsin- Platteville to develop and implement any bicycle-related plans relating to Platteville (including the City of Platteville Safe Routes to School Plan, September, 2009, and the Grant County Bicycle Improvement Plan, February 2001). 
·  Policy 2C -2: Integrate on-street bicycle lanes as part of roadway construction and reconstruction projects, when possible. Stripe and sign on-street bicycle routes and lanes, as appropriate. 

· Policy 2C -3: Ensure that any of Platteville’s bicycle facility planning is closely coordinated with any of the University of Wisconsin-Platteville. 

· Policy 2C -4: Strive to expand the trail network within Platteville; completing a contiguous network around and within the entire community to provide a safe and viable pedestrian and bicyclist alternative to the road network.

Goal 3: Create and maintain a transportation system that is accessible to all users.
· Objective 3A: Improve pedestrian connections among land uses to create a continuous and seamless pedestrian system, and to enhance the walkability and pedestrian environment. 

· Policy 3A-1: Sidewalks should be provided on both sides of all new streets in all new subdivisions. 

· Policy 3A-2:  Develop, maintain, and implement a pedestrian system plan (including The City of Platteville Safe Routes to School Plan; September 2009) to identify and prioritize sidewalk needs (examples include pedestrian ramps, crosswalk enhancements, etc.).  An implementation program, such as the CIP (Capital Improvement Plan) for funding pedestrian improvements in existing neighborhoods should continue to be used.  

· Policy 3A-3:  Work closely with the University of Wisconsin-Platteville and residents to identify priorities and implement pedestrian enhancements in the UW campus area and in neighborhoods. 

· Policy 3A-4: To enhance pedestrian comfort and create a more pedestrian oriented environment, encourage a mix of land uses and densities, high quality design of the built environment, and pedestrian-scale streetscapes. 

· Policy 3A-5: Maintain sidewalks and walkways for year-round use, including snow removal. Enforce sidewalk snow removal and maintenance ordinances. 

· Objective 3B: Strive to assure that individuals of all ability-levels have access to transportation choices that, at minimum, provide access to basic life needs, and that ideally allow for a healthy, active lifestyle.

· Policy 3B-1: Continue to provide funding support for transportation for the Platteville Senior Center and the City Shared-Ride Taxi Service through City tax levy or State and Federal funds.

· Policy 3B-2: Coordinate as appropriate with other communities and organizations, including Southwestern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission and Southwest Wisconsin Transit Team, to explore opportunities for regional transit collaboration, including future regional transit routes (including fixed routes) linking the City of Platteville by bus, van or shared ride to other urban areas.

· Policy 3B-3:  Consider developing a community-wide assessment of existing transit accommodations and needs to better identify areas of potential improvement for future transit investments.

Goal 4: Integrate parking into transportation and land use decisions.
· Objective 4A: Provide for the construction and maintenance of parking facilities as part of an integrated strategy for urban development and redevelopment. Consider the desired density of land uses, the need for parking facilities to provide safe and convenient bicycle parking, the availability and desirability of on-street parking, the special parking needs of persons with disabilities, and the impacts on the pedestrian environment in future parking planning, management, and parking facility design activities. 

· Policy 4A-1:  Develop and implement a downtown parking management plan that balances the needs of customers, employees, and residents (or “of all downtown users”). 
· Policy 4A-2: Provide parking facilities for all transportation modes that can be conveniently accessed by downtown users. 

· Policy 4A-3: Promote shared parking agreements for compatible uses (e.g. office parking with high demand during the weekdays and entertainment uses with high demand during evenings and weekends), in order to make more efficient use of parking facilities. 

· Policy 4A-4: Develop (or “Consider developing”) a joint parking management plan between the University of Wisconsin-Platteville and the City, striking a balance between residential, employee, student, and visitor parking. 

· Policy 4A-5: Integrate (or “Consider integrating”) bicycle parking standards into existing zoning codes. 
Goal 5: Improve local air travel.
· Objective 5A: Work with the Platteville Municipal Airport and other area air transportation providers in their efforts to maintain and improve air passenger services and maintain and improve air freight services (in order to attract, maintain and enhance business development in the community). 

· Policy 5A-1: Strive to expand the runway of the Municipal Airport to 5000 ft. 
· Policy 5A-2: Explore opportunities to provide more direct public transit connections to the Platteville Municipal Airport from key employment, residential, business and institutional destinations within the community. 

Goal 6: Coordinate transportation planning efforts.
· Objective 6A: Plan for and provide a balanced and efficient transportation network that offers realistic and viable alternatives to automobile travel and maximizes use of existing transportation investments. 

· Policy 6A-1: Work closely with the Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) and Southwestern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (SWWRPC) to ensure consistency between the City and Town of Platteville Comprehensive Plan and any long-range regional land use and transportation plans, including Connections 2030, the Wisconsin State Transportation Plan. 

· Policy 6A-2: Create transportation infrastructure that promotes land use patterns that encourage the sustainable use of resources and reduces demands on natural resources, and that support policies developed in the Land Use Chapter. 

Terms to be added to Comp Plan Glossary:
· Complete Streets – (www.completestreets.org) – Pick one, or write a new definition:
· Instituting a complete streets policy ensures that transportation planners and engineers consistently design and operate the entire roadway with all users in mind - including bicyclists, public transportation vehicles and riders, and pedestrians of all ages and abilities. 
· Complete streets are designed and operated to enable safe access for all users. Pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and public transportation riders of all ages and abilities must be able to safely move along and across a complete street.

· Creating complete streets means transportation agencies must change their orientation toward building primarily for cars. Instituting a complete streets policy ensures that transportation agencies routinely design and operate the entire right of way to enable safe access for all users. Places with complete streets policies are making sure that their streets and roads work for drivers, transit users, pedestrians, and bicyclists, as well as for older people, children, and people with disabilities.

· Traffic calming – from www. Trafficcalming.org
· MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND
Traffic calming consists of operational measures such as enhanced police enforcement, speed displays, and a community speed watch program, as well as such physical measures as edgelines, chokers, chicanes, traffic circles, and speed humps and raised crosswalks.
