MINUTES

PLATTEVILLE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

March 9, 2010 at 5:30 p.m.
Council Chambers at City Hall

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Ken Kilian, Jean Propst, Scott MacDowell, Garry Prohaska, 




Mort Stephens (arrived at 5:55)
ALTERNATE MEMBERS PRESENT: Arlene Siss
MEMBERS ABSENT:  None
MEMBERS EXCUSED:  None
STAFF PRESENT:  Joe Carroll, Ric Riniker
OTHERS PRESENT:  Cheryl MacDowell
MINUTES:  

February 23, 2010 – Motion by Prohaska to approve the minutes. Second by MacDowell.  Motion approved.

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

70 W. Main Street (HP10-04): Cuttin’ Up
The applicant would like to install a new air conditioner condenser on the Bonson Street façade of the building. The condenser would be installed on the wall underneath the fire escape closest to Main Street.  The condenser would be the same size as the existing one located on the same side of the building.  The Commission had questions about which fire escape it would be located under, the height above the sidewalk, the size and if it would include drip tubes or other means of controlling the water.  The applicant was not present to answer the questions.
Motion by Prohaska to table the request until the applicant can answer the questions.  Second by Propst.  Motion approved.
35 N. ELM STREET

Staff informed the commission of a situation regarding the potential demolition of the building at 35 N. Elm Street.  The owners of the adjacent property are in need of additional space for their business, which has been growing for the past few years.  They will be hiring an additional 10 employees and need more space.  Their potential plan would be to demolish the building at 35 N. Elm and then build an addition onto their building to provide the space.  The building at 35 N. Elm is not in the local downtown historic district and is not individually listed, so there are currently no limits on the ability to demolish the structure.  The property is located in the West Main Street state/national district.  This district is honorary so that designation doesn’t restrict the demolition.  After discussion, the consensus of the Commission was that they would oppose the demolition since the building is a contributing structure in the state/national district and would consider nominating the building for local designation.
JOE DEROSE VISIT
Joe DeRose is scheduled to visit with the Commission on March 15th at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers to discuss activities that other commissions in the state have taken to promote historic preservation. 

HISTORIC DINNER 2010
The dinner is proposed to be held at First English Lutheran Church on March 12th at 6:00 p.m.  Frank Butterfield, representative for the National Trust, will be the guest speaker.  The ticket price will be in $15.00 per plate.  Ken provided a list of individuals that were personally invited.
WALKING TOURS/USE OF GRANT
The Council will be voting on the carry-over of the funds for next year’s Expo.  Garry’s daughter has agreed to volunteer on research and creating the documents for the Division Street District walking tour brochure.  This will give her some service hours.
FIRE DEPARTMENT SITE

No action.
OTHER DISCUSSION

Siss provided information to the Commission regarding activities at the Grant County Historical Society.  April 24th is an Arbor Day celebration, which will include planting oaks at the stone cottage.  May 1st is a vintage style show and tea party, which will be held at the Congregational Church in Lancaster.
Prohaska provided information to the Commission regarding an article on historic colors in a Victorian Homes magazine.

Siss suggested the Commission work on articles for the paper during Historic Preservation month in May. The articles would focus on good restoration projects that have taken place in Platteville.

ADJOURN  

Motion by Propst to adjourn.  Second by Prohaska.  Motion approved.
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