MINUTES

PLATTEVILLE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

May 26, 2009 at 6:00 p.m.
GAR Room at City Hall

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Ken Kilian, Garry Prohaska, Kurt Sommerfeld, Jean Propst, Mort Stephens
MEMBERS EXCUSED: None
MEMBERS ABSENT:  None
STAFF PRESENT:  Joe Carroll, Ric Riniker
OTHERS PRESENT:  Bill & Doris Scheil, Krystal Prohaska, John Patakos, Katherine Zaimes
MINUTES:  

May 12, 2009 - Motion by Prohaska to approve the minutes as presented, Second by Sommerfeld.  Motion approved.

SMITH PARK

Krystal Prohaska provided information on the history of Smith Park.  She requested, along with Bill & Doris Scheil, that the Commission consider designating Smith Park as a historic site.  This request is being made due to concerns about future changes to the park that would detract from the historic nature of the park.  Their primary concern is the proposed walking path around the park, which is being proposed to be completed this fall.  They are also looking into the history and potential significance of the stone shelter.
Sommerfeld made a motion to have the Commission look into the historic significance of Smith Park.  Second by Prohaska.  Motion approved.

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

175 W. Main Street (HP09-07): 
The applicant would like to redesign the front entrance to the Perfect Pint.  The current entrance is on the corner of the building, which is where the entrance has always been located.  However, there is a post on the corner of the building that is located right in front of the door.  There have been numerous complaints from patrons that have accidentally run into the post, or almost run into the post.  The applicant is concerned someone will get hurt, and they will potentially be faced with a lawsuit.  They would like to square off the corner of the building to match the northwest corner and have the door exit facing Main Street.  The Commission discussed the historic nature of this angled corner on the building and expressed a desire for this feature to remain.  There was also discussion regarding the safety problems with keeping the entrance the way it is now.  There was some confusion regarding the project because it appears the building plans don’t match the as-built entrance, so there were questions regarding clearance space, etc. with the relocated entrance.
The applicant also requested approval to relocate one of the projecting signs from the old building to the new building on the Chestnut Street façade.  Riniker mentioned that this sign was approved by previous Commission members for the former location, but some of these members had expressed some regret after approving the sign because it didn’t match the historic nature of the district.  This request wasn’t included on the Certificate of Appropriateness application, so the Commission didn’t have adequate information to decide this item.

Motion by Prohaska to table the request until the Commission can look at the building, verify dimensions and gather more information. Second by Propst.  Motion approved.

850 UNION STREET
The owner of this property has submitted a request to demolish the current residential structure.  There was discussion regarding the poor condition of the building and whether or not it had any historic significance.  The general opinion of the Commission was that there wasn’t enough historic value with the building to warrant action.   
ADJOURN  

Motion by Prohaska to adjourn.  Second by Stephens.  Motion approved.

Respectfully submitted, Joe Carroll
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