MINUTES

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 

PLATTEVILLE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

November 6, 2009 at 4:30 p.m.
GAR Room at City Hall

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Ken Kilian, Garry Prohaska, Jean Propst, Arlene Siss, Diana Trendt
MEMBERS EXCUSED: Mort Stephens
MEMBERS ABSENT:  None
STAFF PRESENT:  Joe Carroll
OTHERS PRESENT:  Katie Vaclavik, David Canny, Karen Canny, Terry Hanson, Paras Reddy, Gerard Abing, Dick Hartig, Eileen Nickels, Tom Nall
180 W. PINE STREET - HARTIG DRUG
This special meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission was called by Chairman Kilian regarding the application for a demolition permit that was submitted for the property at 180 W. Pine Street.  Kilian is requesting that the Commission consider nominating the property for designation as a local historic structure.

Carroll provided information on the property from the 2005 Architectural Survey, information from the Wisconsin Historical Society, and minutes from two meetings of the Commission in 2006 when this same issue was discussed but no action was taken regarding designation.

Dick Hartig mentioned that he has done everything the City has asked him to do so far regarding this project.  The new building expansion will allow them to double their employee level from the existing eight and allow them to better serve their customers.  He has some concerns about the short notice regarding this meeting.  Time is very important for this project and any delays will jeopardize the sale and the entire project.
Dave Canny commented that several historic studies have been conducted of Platteville and neither one recommends this property for designation.  The studies were conducted by experts in the field and we should follow their advice and not consider the designation.  Since the property is not eligible for listing, the property owner is not able to receive tax credits for work done to the building.

Katie Vaclavik mentioned that the building has many issues and defects that need to be addressed.

There was considerable discussion regarding the two previous surveys that were conducted and the information included in each.

Paras Reddy mentioned that small businesses like this require our support and the City shouldn’t be limiting their ability to expand the business.  The City helped Walgreens by allowing them to raze two buildings, so the City should do the same thing for Hartig.  Time is very important for this project and it shouldn’t be delayed any further.

There were several comments made regarding the demolition of the Timber’s building that took place to allow construction of the Walgreens building.

Dick Hartig mentioned that he offered the building to Mark Ihm so he could move it to his property on East Main Street.  It is unclear at the moment if the structure can be moved.  The building is currently a liability in its current form and location.

There were several additional comments made regarding the razing of the Timber’s building, which was a more significant structure.  If that was allowed to happen then this shouldn’t be an issue.  Removing the building would allow the stoplight to be moved at the corner, which would improve that situation.  The proposed location for Hartig in the downtown area would be convenient for seniors and other citizens.  Also several comments regarding the appearance that the Commission was deliberately trying to delay the project.
Tom Nall mentioned that he is generally in favor of historic preservation and the restoration of properties.  However, this building is not suitable for residential use or most types of commercial uses.  Historic designation would limit future use of the property.

Arlene Siss commented that when the Commission considered this issue previously, she thought the building was modified too much to be designated, and she still feels that way.  She will not support designation as a landmark building, and the documents do not support the designation.
Siss made a motion to not proceed with the historic nomination.

Carroll mentioned that there would be political issues the Commission would face if the property was nominated or designated.  That action would likely stop the project, which could result in Hartig closing the business and pulling out of Platteville.  Right now the only obstacle to the project proceeding is the Commission.  If the Commission were to stop the project, then the negative ramifications would hinder the ability of the Commission to undertake historic preservation activities in the future.

Propst commented that she was offended by the comments regarding the Commission deliberately delaying the project, and that the Commission is only doing what they are supposed to do.  She likes the building and would hate to see it demolished.  However, she doesn’t feel that the building meets the standards necessary for designation.

Propst seconded the motion to not proceed with the nomination of the building.
The motion to not proceed with the historic nomination was approved 3 to 2.  Propst, Siss and Trendt voted in favor.  Kilian and Prohaska voted against.

ADJOURN  

Motion by Siss to adjourn.  Second by Propst.  Motion approved.

1

