
 
CITY OF PLATTEVILLE 

TOURISM COMMITTEE MEETING 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 4:00 p.m. 

June 4, 2026 
Minutes 

Members Present: Deb Jenny, Deb Rice, Julie Klein and Kathy Kopp 
Others Present: Wayne Wodarz, Michael Walsh, Bill Kloster and Jodie Richards 

1.    Call to order:  Deb Jenny called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 

2.    February 12, 2026 minutes: Motion by Rice, second by Kopp to approve.  Motion carried. 

3.    Old Business:  None. 

4.    New Business:  
             A. 4th Quarter 2025 Room Tax Report: Deb Jenny presented. 
  B. 1st Quarter 2026 Room Tax Report: Deb Jenny presented. 
  C. Terms: Tourism Committee terms are up in July 2026. Deb Rice and Julie Klein have   
                  agreed to serve another term. Melanie Platt-Gibson was appointed to the committee.  

5.    Tourism Entity Report: Wayne Wodarz presented. 

6.    Partner Organization Reports: 
 A.  Main Street Program: 

• Music in the Park starts tonight (June 4, 2026). 
• Main Street traffic is up, but sales are down. Quite a few buildings/businesses for sale. 

 
      B.  Museums: 

• Cody Grabhorn resigned as Director of The Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums. His last 
day will be July 4, 2026. 

• Heritage Day Celebration coming up on July 4. 
• Plans for Mine Day with Harvest Festival this fall. 

 
 

C.  UW-Platteville:  
• New Student Move-in day is August 29, followed by Welcome Week. 
• Homecoming week begins October 4.  Parade to be held October 10 at 10:00 a.m., 

followed by the football game (1:00 p.m.) and “M” Lighting (8:30 p.m.). 
 

 
7.    Public Comments: 

• Bill Kloster was present and shared that there will be an Aerobatic Competition at the 
Platteville Municipal Airport on June 13 & 14.  Practice will be taking place June 11-12. 



• Kathy Kopp shared that the Veterans Honor Roll 4th of July program will take place at 
10:00 a.m. in the City Park. 

• Kathy Kopp noted that there will be a Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at the new Platteville 
Fire Station on October 5, beginning at 4:00. 
 

 
8.    Next Meeting:  Thursday, September 3 at 4:00 p.m. 
 
9.   Adjournment:  Motion by Kopp, second by Rice.  Meeting adjourned at 4:52 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, Jodie Richards 















 
PLATTEVILLE REGIONAL CHAMBER 

 

TOURISM ENTITY REPORT  

 

FOR THE CITY OF PLATTEVILLE TOURISM COMMITTEE 

 

June 4, 2026 
 

1. Wisconsin Welcome Center Spring/Summer hours began on May 1st: M- F, 8-5, Sat. 10-4, Sun 10-2 

 

2. Through April 30th, our visitor count is about even with last year with close to 550 visitors coming through the Welcome 

Center.  Our Guests are primarily from Wisconsin, with Iowa, Illinois, Michigan and Minnesota, running 2nd through 5th.  

We have had 2 international visitors from France along with 2 Canadian visitors. 

 

3. Midwest Living Magazine continues to draw attention and interest to our community.  The 2026 Summer publication 

will hit newsstands in June. We mailed out 927 in 2025 down from 1394 in 2024.  Through May we have sent out 100 

thru packets with the new release out soon. We are hopeful that this will encourage folks to come, visit, and explore.  We 

downsized from ½ page to ¼ page to see if the results are any different.  This saved us about $3,000. 

 

4. Our Discover Platteville, WI Facebook page continues to grow and now has close to 1,000 followers.  Last May we had 

868 followers.  As a comparison, the Platteville Regional Chamber has over 3,900.  NTTW features were boosted. 

   

5. Grant County Tourism Council continues to be active.  The 2026 Grant County Guide publication date was sooner to 

take them to the Chicago Travel Show in late February.  There are 40,000 printed annually.  The Platteville Guide was 

also released in February.  We lessened the quantity to 15,000 as we had stock left over that we distributed in affluent 

Chicago suburbs.  The GCTC will hold their May meeting in Kieler and visit the Rest Area. 

 

6.           NTTW Activities included: M Climb, Ride & Seek Scavenger Hunt, and Travel Dubuque Hospitality breakfast.  Wodarz 

visited with Travel Dubuque staff to ensure we are included in information going out to those participating in the 

RAGBRAI event which will end in Dubuque.  We are using the 30 second spots on the CW again this summer as they 

were timeless and pertinent.   

   

7.          A reprint was done on the Historical Attraction map by the Southwest Chamber Alliance.  We went through the original 

5,500 maps within two years.  An updated version of the Art Scavenger Hunt was just printed.  There are now 6 

additional pieces of art.   

 

8. Weicks Media is currently building a Southwest Music Fest website that should be up and running any day.  We have 

also contracted them to separate our Chamber website into two sites, Platteville Regional Chamber and Discover 

Platteville.  We already have the domains purchased.   

 

9.  We continue to collaborate with Main Street and other entities for the benefit of promoting our community to increase 

tourism.  There is concern that national travelers will rethink their summer plans and stay local or regional.  I do not see 

that as a concern here.  We have lots of day trips for people of all ages and interests.   

 


